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less beholding to nature for his fortune then witte ; yet less for his face than fortunes : the truth is, he lookes more like a good fellowe than a wise man, and yet he is wise beyond either his fortune or education." Essaies, I6rao. 1600.
John Florio was born in the year 1545, and probably came Into England early in the reign of Elizabeth. r,He published his first set of Dialogues in Italian and English, in 1578; and in May, 1581, became a member of Magdalen College, in Oxford, as a servitor of M'Barnaby Barnes, a son of the Bishop of Durham's, though he is not noticed by Antony Wood. How long he continued at the University I am unable to ascertain. He died in 1625. Daniel, the poet, was his brother-in-law. Shakspeare's pedant, though not I conceive intended to represent this inoffensive man, had, I make no doubt9 an archetype ; and I think the character was formed out of two pedants In Rabelais: Master Tubal Holopheraes, and Master Janotus de Bragmardo. Holophernes taught Gargantua his A.B. C.; and afterwards spent forty-six-years in his education. We have, however, no specimen in Rabelais of his method of teaching, or of his language. But the oration of Janotus de Bragmardo for the recovery of the bells, is exactly what our poet has attributed to his pedant's leash of languages. MALONE. That Florio was not meant by Holofernes maybe farther shown by an examination of that writer's general style, which is characterized by a fondness for the most homely phrases that our language can supply. But after all, may not Shakspeare have intended a general satire upon the pedantry which was prevalent in his time. See before, p. 362, the quotation from " Lingua," or for the practice of an earlier period, see Wilson's Arte of Rhetorique, 1553, folio 86S where he has given us a ludicrous specimen of an "ynkehorne letter/8 BOSWELL.
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